
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Effie was born in Nebraska and graduated from Creighton University in Omaha. She 
taught high school history and English for five years, including three as a Jesuit 
Volunteer in St. Marys, Alaska. She and her husband Jim married and moved to 
Anchorage in 1978. They have three children, Elizabeth, Michael and Maria. Effie is a 
writer for the Catholic Anchor and a syndicated columnist for Catholic News Service. 
She is currently enrolled in Seattle University's Master in Pastoral Studies program. 

 


